
 

   
 

Publisher Policies for Virtual Read Alouds during School Closures                             

updated: 03/31/20                       

Below is a list of publishers who have given limited permission for teachers and librarians to post virtual read 

alouds during spring 2020.  As educators it is our responsibility to model good digital citizenship practices and 

follow copyright rules.  If the publisher of the book you would like to read aloud from is not listed, it is your 

responsibility to research their current policy.  The School Library Journal will be keeping an updated list of 

publishers who have adapted their policies.  You can access the article here.  All books read aloud should be a 

legally obtained copy (purchase or borrowed).  Each publisher has certain requirements teachers need to preface 

the video with, platform limitations, duration limitations and notification requirements. Many publishers have 

additional resources available for some of their titles—make sure to check out their websites for activities or 

follow them on social media. 

“Publishers Adapt Policies to Help Educators” School Library Journal March 2020   Link to article 

Publisher Requirement Platform Duration Email Notification 
Abrams Children’s Books Reading with permission 

from Abrams Children’s 
Books 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group 
Tag social media posts 

Remove video 
by 6/30/20 

readaloud@hmhco.com 

Boyds, Mills and Kane Reading with permission 

from Boyds, Miller and 

Kane 

Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
YouTube  
unlisted/private 

Remove by 
6/30/20 

Marketing@bmkbooks.com 

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=publishers-adapt-policies-to-help-educators-coronavirus-covid19
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=publishers-adapt-policies-to-help-educators-coronavirus-covid19
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=abrams-offers-read-aloud-guidelines-coronavirus-covid19-librarians
mailto:readaloud@hmhco.com
https://boydsmillsandkane.com/permissions2020/


 

   
 

Candlewick Press Reading with permission 
from Candlewick Press 
Title, author and 
illustrator 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group (live stream 
only) 
 

Remove by 
6/5/20 

Onlinereadings@Candlewick.
com  

CharlesBridge Publishing E-mail publisher for permission and requirements Abrown@charlesbridge.com  

Chronicle Publishing 
Instagram: 
@ChronicleKidsBooks 
Twitter: @ChronicleKids 
Facebook: 
@ChronicleKidsBooks 
Tag the author and 
illustrator too (if possible) 

Reading with permission 
from Chronicle Books 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group  
Tag publisher and if 
possible, author and 
illustrator in social 
media posts 
 

Remove by 
6/30/20 

No notification required 

Crabtree Publishing 

Twitter 

: @CrabtreePub 

Facebook 

: @CrabtreePublishing 

Instagram 

: @CrabtreePublishing 
 

Reading with permission 
from Crabtree Publishing 
Title, author and 
illustrator 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group  
Tag publisher and if 
possible, author and 
illustrator in social 
media posts 
 

Remove by 
6/30/20 
 

Permissions@crabtreeboo
ks.com 
 

Disney Worldwide 
Publishing 
 
Limited to Disney Press 
titles 
 
Hyperion titles- the 
copyright lives with the 
author.  Check and see if 
the author has granted 
permission. 
 

Reading with permission 
from Disney Publishing 
Worldwide 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group 
 

Remove by 
6/30/20 

Dina.Sherman@disney.co
m 
Link to video 

https://twitter.com/Candlewick/status/1242915299491528704/photo/1
mailto:Onlinereadings@Candlewick.com
mailto:Onlinereadings@Candlewick.com
https://charlesbridge.com/pages/permissions
mailto:Abrown@charlesbridge.com
https://www.katemessner.com/publisher-guidelines-on-fair-use-for-online-storytimes-read-alouds-during-covid-19-school-closures/
http://crabtreebooks.com/community/news-reviews/2020/03/25/online-virtual-read-aloud-permissions
mailto:Permissions@crabtreebooks.com
mailto:Permissions@crabtreebooks.com
https://books.disney.com/disney-publishing-worldwide-book-sharing-permission-license-for-educators-and-librarians/
https://books.disney.com/disney-publishing-worldwide-book-sharing-permission-license-for-educators-and-librarians/
mailto:Dina.Sherman@disney.com
mailto:Dina.Sherman@disney.com


 

   
 

Authors who have include: 
Mo Willems 
Ryan T. Higgins 
 

Harper Collins Children’s 
Books 

Reading with permission 
from Harper Collins 
Childrens Books 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 
 

Private platform 
Social media to private 
group (live stream) 
YouTube 
unlisted/private 
 

Remove by 
6/5/20 
Disable access 
if cannot 
delete 

ChildrensPermissions@Har
perCollins.com  

Holiday House 
@HolidayHouseBks 

Reading with permission 
From Holiday House 
Books 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private Platform 
Social media to private 
group- tag on posts 
YouTube explicity 
excluded 

Remove after 
30 days 

Rights@holidayhouse.com 
 

Houghton Mifflin (HMH) 
Includes these imprints:  
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
Mariner, Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Books for Young 
Readers, Versify and Clarion 
Books. 

Reading with permission 
From Houghton Mifflin 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group 
Tag in social media 
posts 

Remove video 
by 6/30/20 
 

readaloud@hmhco.com 

Lee and Low 
@LEEandLOW 

Reading with permission 
from Lee and Low 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
YouTube- private 
channel 
Social Media- live 
stream only, remove 
after 24 hours 
Tag in social media 

Remove by 
6/30/20 
 

Link to form to complete for 
all readings 

Lerner 
Imprints covered:  
Carolrhoda Books, Carolrhoda 
Lab, Darby Creek, ediciones 

Reading with permission 
from Lerner 
Title, author and 
illustrator 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group.   

Remove by 
6/30/20 

Link to form to complete for 
all readings 

https://twitter.com/The_Pigeon/status/1239237352935116801?s=20
https://twitter.com/RyanT_Higgins/status/1240660271254953989
https://d1xcdyhu7q1ws8.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2020/03/19215831/Online-Readings-FAQ-HarperCollinsChildrensBooks.pdf
https://d1xcdyhu7q1ws8.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2020/03/19215831/Online-Readings-FAQ-HarperCollinsChildrensBooks.pdf
mailto:ChildrensPermissions@HarperCollins.com
mailto:ChildrensPermissions@HarperCollins.com
http://holidayhouse.com/holiday-house-resources/
mailto:Rights@holidayhouse.com
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=HMH-releases-temporary-online-read-aloud-policy-coronavirus-covid19
mailto:readaloud@hmhco.com
https://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/03/20/lee-low-guidelines-for-virtual-book-read-alouds-during-covid-19/
https://forms.zohopublic.com/leelowbooks/form/VirtualReadAlouds/formperma/VIx2RaBG9wlNttXUN-K4kKi3hq1cXpv8alO98v_lJD4
https://lernerbooks.com/help-at-home
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1z_bHMG-08gxzZC3eBgui9FwP66KAnQcxTlxviB464co/viewform?edit_requested=true


 

   
 

Lerner, First Avenue Editions, 
Graphic Universe, Kar-Ben 
Publishing, Lerner Classroom, 
Lerner Digital, Lerner 
Publications, Millbrook Press, 
Twenty-First Century Books, 
Zest Books 

 YouTube 
unlisted/private 

Little Brown Books for 
Young Readers 
Twitter: @lbschool  
Facebook:  
@littlebrownschool  
Instagram  
@littlebrownyoungreaders
:  
 

Reading with permission 
from Little Brown Books 
for Young Readers 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social media to private 
group 
Tag in social media 
posts 

Remove after 
30 days 

childrenspublicity@hbgusa.c
om 

 

MacMillan Reading with permission 
From MacMillan 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group 
 

Not specified- 
please remove 
at the end of 
the school 
year 

press.inquiries@macmillan.c
om 

Peachtree Publishing Reading with permission 
From Peachtree 
Publishing 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group 
 

Remove by 
6/5/20 

Permission@peachtree-
online.com  

Penguin Random House Reading with permission 
From Penguin Random 
House 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
groups 
YouTube Unlisted 

Remove by 
6/5/20 

Link to form to complete for 
all readings 

Quarto Books Reading with permission 
from Quarto Group 

Private platform Remove after 
30 days 

Readings@quato.com 
 

https://www.lbyr.com/little-brown-young-readers/lbyr-blog/lbyr-book-sharing-permission-statement/
https://www.lbyr.com/little-brown-young-readers/lbyr-blog/lbyr-book-sharing-permission-statement/
mailto:childrenspublicity@hbgusa.com
mailto:childrenspublicity@hbgusa.com
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=macmillan-updates-content-use-guidelines-coronavirus-covid19
mailto:press.inquiries@macmillan.com
mailto:press.inquiries@macmillan.com
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=publishers-adapt-policies-to-help-educators-coronavirus-covid19
mailto:Permission@peachtree-online.com
mailto:Permission@peachtree-online.com
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/penguin-random-house-temporary-open-license/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7MikpcLAVZEdo_tOD-p_9lE9fUpTG9c3_nzGL19oe9s_nBw/viewform
https://www.quartoknows.com/blog/quartokids/usage-guidelines?fbclid=IwAR3IA_Q-JG3PozeLJAH07oKqsRqeFjPXVFM0ri5REs7q7jwosNYQ7r-ePAw
mailto:Readings@quato.com


 

   
 

Social Media to private 
groups 
YouTube Unlisted 
 

Scholastic 

Twitter: @Scholastic 
Instagram: 
@ScholasticInc  
Facebook: @Scholastic  
YouTube: @Scholastic 

Reading with permission 
from Scholastic 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group 
Tag social media posts 
YouTube 
Unlisted/private 
 

Remove by 
6/5/20 
 

tradepublicity@scholastic.co
m 

Simon and Shuster 

Twitter: @SSEdLib  
Instagram: @SSEdLib  
Facebook: @SSEdLib  
 

Reading with permission 
from Simon and Shuster 
Title, author and 
illustrator 
 

Private platform 
Social Media to private 
group for Ready to  
Reads, picture books 
and  younger formats 
Tag in social media 
posts 
 

Remove by 
6/30/20 
Chapter books 
and novel 
limited to a 
few chapters.  
Do not exceed 
4 chapters. 

EducationLibrary@Simonand
Shuster.com 
 

 
 

SourceBooks  Private platform 
Social Media 
LiveStreams only 
YouTube- 
unlisted/private 

Remove live 

streams after 

24 hours 

Private 

platforms by 

6/30/20 

Marketing@sourcebooks.co
m 

 

Private platform = Microsoft Office (teams), Haiku, Zoom or Flipgrid (when code or sign in is required to access) 

Public = Social Media (please limit access to just members of the group or followers) 

Notify publisher via email with title and author of the book you are reading. Include the following 

 Title, author, ISBN of the book and date of reading 

 Your name, school, city and state 

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=scholastic-temporarily-revises-policy-for-online-read-alouds-coronavirus-copyright
mailto:tradepublicity@scholastic.com
mailto:tradepublicity@scholastic.com
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=simon-schuster-issues-its-online-reading-guidelines
mailto:EducationLibrary@SimonandShuster.com
mailto:EducationLibrary@SimonandShuster.com
https://www.sourcebooks.com/online-storytime-requests.html


 

   
 

 Platform and/or social media posted to 


